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Abstract

Ti-Nb-Ta-Zr alloys (TNTZ) represent a new class of biomaterials, due to nontoxic chemical
elements and promising combination of high mechanical resistance with low elastic modulus
close to the bone elasticity (E = 20–40 GPa). The present paper proposes a particular chem-
ical composition of this β type Ti alloy – Ti-29Nb-9Ta-10Zr (wt.%) with a particular material
structure. Structural and mechanical characterization of four distinct alloy conditions corres-
ponding to each TM stage was performed using XRD measurements and also nanoindentation
measurements. The obtained results represent a solid base for complex optimization of the
alloy’s structural characteristics.

K e y w o r d s: beta titanium alloy, thermo-mechanical processing, XRD spectra, nanoindent-
ation

1. Introduction

Ti-based alloys are often used as implant materi-
als due to their high strength to density ratio, superior
biocompatibility and corrosion resistance, high mech-
anical resistance and low elastic modulus [1, 2].
Even if the elastic modulus of commonly used

biocompatible (α + β)-Ti alloys (100–110GPa) is
much smaller than that of the stainless steel (210GPa),
it remains significantly higher than that of bone tissue
with an elastic modulus in the range of 10–40GPa [3].
This gives rise to the so-called “stress shielding” effect
that can cause bone resorption and loosening of im-
plants [4]. This problem can be resolved by using an al-
loy with an elastic modulus closer to that of the bone.
On that direction, there have recently been developed
new near-β and metastable-β titanium alloys with low
elastic modulus, containing only non-toxic metallic al-
loying elements such as Nb, Ta, and Zr, etc., with ex-
cellent mechanical properties [1, 5]. Zr is added to in-
crease the strength, Ta to improve corrosion resistance
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and mechanical performance [6], while Nb is added as
a β stabilizing element and for increasing hot workab-
ility, too [7]. In that direction, Sakaguchi et al. [8, 9]
investigated the elastic modulus of Ti-30Nb-XTa-5Zr
alloys as a function of their Ta content: the lowest
elastic modulus of 67 GPa is observed for 10 Ta. Thus,
the elastic modulus decreases when the Ta content in-
creases up to 10mass%. On his turn, Niinomi et al.
[10] have developed an optimized quaternary Ti-29Nb-
-13Ta-4.6Zr (wt.%) alloy for which the elastic modulus
is around 60GPa. Malek et al. [11] have investigated
the influence of changing Zr and Ta contents on mech-
anical properties and also on precipitation of second-
ary phases during ageing treatment for some Ti-Nb-
-Ta-Zr alloys. Also, Nakai et al. [12] have investigated
the possibility of fatigue strength improvement for a
particular biomedical β-type Ti-Nb-Ta-Zr alloy while
maintaining low Young’s modulus through optimiz-
ing ω-phase precipitation. On the other hand, Saito
et al. [13] have reported that cold working substan-
tially decreases the elastic modulus and increases the
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yield strength of Ti-23Nb-0.7Ta-2Zr-O alloy, though
the reasons for this decrease in the elastic modu-
lus have not been discussed in detail. Hao et al. [1]
have investigated the influence of α′′ martensite on
Young’s modulus and mechanical properties of forged
Ti-29Nb-13Ta-4.6Zr (wt.%) alloy and concluded that
the Young’s modulus of α′′ martensite is comparable
with β phase.
With the background research results above, this

present investigation proposes a particular chemical
composition of this new system of β titanium alloy
with no toxic alloying elements – Ti-29Nb-9Ta-10Zr
(wt.%) – a TNTZ alloy with a particular route of the
applied TM treatment, which included cold deforma-
tion, owing the excellent cold workability of β-Ti al-
loys, that can be utilized to obtain good mechanical
properties. Therefore, particular emphasis was laid on
measuring the hardness and the elastic modulus of the
alloy by nanoindentation technique correlated with
the microstructure characteristics analyzed by XRD
measurements.

2. Material and methods

2.1. The synthesis and the thermo-mechanical
process applied to the Ti-29Nb-9Ta-10Zr alloy

In order to obtain the desired chemical composi-
tion of the proposed Ti-based alloy, commercially high
purity chemical elements and a FIVE CELES – MP25
furnace had been used. The alloy had been produced
by cold crucible induction in levitation melting, un-
der argon protective atmosphere. For a better chem-
ical homogeneity of the final as-cast sample, the ingot
was re-melted two times, having in view the signific-
ant difference of the melting points of the component
elements (Ti – 1660◦C; Nb – 2468◦C; Ta – 2996◦C;
Zr – 1855◦C). After this first step of the alloy syn-
thesis process, 4 specimens were prepared from the
obtained alloy ingot for 4 different structural condi-
tions (Fig. 1). The as-cast S1 sample represented the
initial one. The other three samples corresponded to
the next stages of the thermo-mechanical process ap-
plied further to the studied alloy.
The sample S2 corresponded to the second stage re-

corded after the homogenization treatment which was
applied to the alloy in order to obtain higher homogen-
eity. This treatment of homogenization was performed
at 950◦C for 6 h, in high vacuum, with final sample air
cooling.
Further, the next step of alloy processing was rep-

resented by sample S3 obtained after applying a cold-
-rolling, using a thickness reduction of 60 %.
The final fourth step – sample S4 – corresponded

to a heat treatment applied after cold-rolling in order
to remove the strain-hardening resulted during cold

Fig. 1. The route of thermo-mechanical process applied on
Ti-29Nb-9Ta-10Zr alloy, with indication of the four dis-

tinct investigated sample states.

deformation. This heat treatment was performed at
780◦C for 30 min, in high vacuum, with final sample
water quenching in order to obtain a bimodal struc-
ture consisting of parent β-Ti phase and temperature-
-induced α′′-Ti phase.
For a proper understanding of the fourth distinct

sample status, subjected to structural investigations,
Fig. 1 schematically indicates the route of synthesis
and thermo-mechanical processes applied to Ti-29Nb-
-9Ta-10Zr alloy.
From all fourth-stage samples, other samples were

cut away in order to be used for XRD and nanoin-
dentation measurements. The specimens were fixed
on specific epoxy resin, abraded with 1200 grit SiC
paper, and mechanically polished using 6, 3, 1 µm
diamond paste and 0.03µm colloidal silica. Total re-
moved thickness of the layer was about 150µm. For
the samples subjected to cold rolling, the observa-
tion plane was parallel to rolling direction, in the T-L
plane.

2.2. XRD measurements

The X-ray diffraction was performed using a
Philips PW 3710 diffractometer, with CuKα (λ =
0.15406 nm). The goal was to determine the phase
structure and phase characteristics. For that reason,
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Fig. 2. XRD spectra corresponding to sample S1 of the Ti29Nb-9Ta-10Zr alloy; (a) recorded spectra; (b) detailed zoom
2θ = (35◦–41◦); (c) detailed zoom 2θ = (66◦–72◦).

all recorded XRD spectra were simulated and fitted.
For the XRD spectra simulation theMAUD v2.33 soft-
ware package had been used, by which the phase lat-
tice parameters can be calculated. The fitting proced-
ure was performed using the PeakFit v4.12 software
package, in order to determine the position and intens-
ity of each peak, and the peak broadening – FWHM
(Full Width at Half Maximum). A pseudo-Voigt dif-
fraction line profile was used in fitting procedure.

2.3. Nanoindentation measurements

The nanoindentation testing of the thermo-mecha-
nical Ti-29Nb-9Ta-10Zr (wt.%) processed alloy was
performed by CSM – NHTX S/N: 01-03279 nano-
-hardness-testers, with a triangular pyramidal dia-
mond indenter (Berkovich, B-I 93), the maximum load
being at 100 mN at the load rate 200mNmin−1, and
for a constant loading mode.
Indentations were sufficiently spaced so that the in-

dentation behaviour was not affected by the presence
of adjacent indentations. The nano-hardness tester
was calibrated using glass and fused silica samples.
Within nanoindentation techniques, the CSM in-

struments (Continuous Stiffness Measurement) allows
the indentation hardness, elastic modulus and stiff-

ness to be obtained as a function of depth. Thus,
the Instrumented Hardness (HIT) and Instrumented
Elastic Modulus (EIT) were estimated using the initial
gradient of the load-depth profiles, in conformity with
Oliver and Pharr model [14–16]. Vickers microhard-
ness (HV) was also determined. Ten measurements
were made on each sample, the maxima and minima
were removed and the rest were used in order to obtain
average measurement values.

3. Results and discussion

3.1. Results and discussion for XRD
measurements

In order to detect the alloy phase components
and structural phase characteristics, all recorded XRD
spectra (Figs. 2–5) were simulated and fitted, using
theMAUD v2.33 software package, by which the phase
lattice parameters have been calculated for all four
different alloy stages proposed for study. The fitting
procedure was performed using the PeakFit v4.12 soft-
ware package, in order to determine the position and
intensity of each peak, and the peak broadening.
Figure 2 indicates the XRD profile (experimental
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Fig. 3. XRD spectra corresponding to sample S2 of the Ti29Nb-9Ta-10Zr alloy; (a) recorded spectra; (b) detailed zoom
2θ = (36◦–40◦); (c) detailed zoom 2θ = (67◦–71◦).

data and the peak-fit data) corresponding to as-cast
S1 sample of Ti29Nb-9Ta-10Zr (wt.%) alloy, after the
initial synthesis process. Figure 2a shows the recor-
ded spectra, Fig. 2b the detailed zoom 2θ = (35◦–
41◦), while Fig. 2c the detailed zoom 2θ = (66◦–72◦).
As the dominant phase, the β-Ti phase was identified
clearly on the XRD profile (indexed in bcc system –
Im-3m, with cell parameter aβ = 0.331 nm) alongside
with α′′-Ti phase (indexed in orthorhombic system –
Cmcm, with cell parameters aα′′ = 0.330 nm; bα′′ =
0.483 nm and cα′′ = 0.466 nm).
The XRD profile in Fig. 3, corresponding to the

alloy from sample S2 after the homogenization treat-
ment, indicates the β-Ti phase peaks only (experi-
mental and peak-fit data also), with the same value
of the calculated lattice parameter aβ = 0.331 nm.
This fact confirmed the success of the homogenization
treatment by which α′′-Ti martensitic phase is not
formed, meaning that, during cooling, the martens-
itic transformation β → α′′ did not take place, due to
Martensite Start Temperature (Ms) which was below
room temperature. Tang et al. [17], who have studied
the phase transformations for the TNTZ alloys sys-
tem, concluded that by increasing the Nb + Ta + Zr
content, the CCT (continuous cooling transformation)
curves for transformations with diffusion (β→α and β

→ ω) were gradually moving to the right and the tem-
peratureMs was getting down. The consequence is the
stabilization of β phase, and the decrease of the crit-
ical cooling rates by which the transformations β→α
and β→ω were completely suppressed for all cooling
conditions. Many other authors agree that the higher
the Ta content is, the lower will be theMs temperature
[3, 5, 18–20]. In the case of the sample 2 (after homo-
genization treatment) the martensitic transformation
β→α′′ was suppressed and the resulted structure was
formed only by β phase, attested by XRD patterns in
Fig. 3. These microstructure results are also congruent
with the work of Niinomi et al. [10] on the proximate
TNTZ alloy (Ti-29Nb-13Ta-4.6Zr (wt.%)).
Figure 4 indicates the XRD profile (experimental

data and the peak-fit data again) corresponding to
sample S3 of the studied TNTZ alloy, after applying
a cold-rolling, using a thickness reduction of 60 %. In
that case the XRD profile shows the presence of the
both dominant β-Ti phase and less α′′-Ti phase peaks
again. The reappearance of α′′-Ti phase can be ex-
plained by the deformation-induced phase transform-
ation from bcc metastable β phase to orthorhombic
α′′-martensite (β → α′′). The ability of these meta-
stable β-Ti alloys to undergo a deformation-induced
martensitic transformation during cold-rolling has
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Fig. 4. XRD spectra corresponding to sample S3 of the Ti29Nb-9Ta-10Zr alloy; (a) recorded spectra; (b) detailed zoom
2θ = (36◦–41◦); (c) detailed zoom 2θ = (68◦–73◦).

already been demonstrated [3, 5]. The advantage of
this phenomenon appearing, from biomedical point of
view, is an additional decrease of the elastic modu-
lus [5], besides the diminution determined by an in-
crease of the Ta content [3, 5, 21–23]. This aspect
will be discussed below with nanoindentation meas-
urement results. The calculation of the lattice para-
meters for both detected phases was made for this
case, too: for the β-Ti phase (indexed in bcc system –
Im-3m) aβ = 0.331 nm and for α′′-Ti phase (indexed
in orthorhombic system – Cmcm) aα′′ = 0.323 nm, bα′′

= 0.476 nm and cα′′ = 0.466 nm.
The XRD profile in Fig. 5 (experimental and peak-

fit data on normal and detailed zoom) determined for
the studied TNTZ alloy from sample S4, corresponds
to heat treatment performed at 780◦C/30 min/high
vacuum, with final sample water quenching. The XRD
patterns indicate the presence of both β-Ti and α′′-Ti
phases, but with more accentuated peaks for α′′-Ti
phase (sharp and strait), compared to the case of the
cold rolled sample with more splayed and broadened
peaks. These particular characteristics are more evid-
ently visible on detailed zoom from Figs. 5b,c, com-
pared to Figs. 4b,c. This attests a more evident quant-
ity of α′′-Ti phase, due to martensitic transformation
β → α′′. The unit cell parameters corresponding to

detected phases have been indexed as follows: for the
β-Ti phase (indexed in bcc system – Im-3m) aβ =
0.330 nm; for α′′-Ti phase (indexed in orthorhombic
system – Cmcm) aα′′ = 0.330 nm; bα′′ = 0.477 nm and
cα′′ = 0.467 nm.
Comparing all XRD profiles indicated in Figs. 2–

5, it can be observed that regarding the dominant β
phase peak intensities, the (110)β peak is constantly
the strongest among the β planes in all samples. On
the other hand, the (211)β peak became suddenly
stronger for sample S3 (cold rolling) and S4 (heat
treated) when compared to S1 and S2 samples. These
results indicate that the texture is changed by cold
rolling: the common rolling textures of strong {001}β

〈110〉β and weak {211}β 〈110〉β for body-centered-
cubic (bcc) metals were formed by cold rolling and
were even more accentuated by subsequent heat treat-
ment.
It is necessary to remember that there exists a spe-

cific lattice correspondence between α′′ and β phases
as shown in [24], from which it can be observed that
α′′ [100], α′′ [010], and α′′ [001] are parallel to β
[100], β [011], and β [011], respectively. According
to present calculated cell parameters it can be ob-
served that

√
2aβ = bα′′ = 0.476 nm for the samples

S3 and S4, and, in addition, aβ = aα′′ = 0.330 nm
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Fig. 5. XRD spectra corresponding to sample S4 of the Ti29Nb-9Ta-10Zr alloy; (a) recorded spectra; (b) detailed zoom
2θ = (37◦–40◦); (c) detailed zoom 2θ = (68◦–71◦).

for the sample S4. The decrease in length from bα′′ =
0.483 nm (for the S1: as-cast) to bα′′ = 0.476 nm (for
the S3: cold rolled and S4: heat treated) until the re-
lations

√
2aβ = bα′′ and aβ = aα′′ become valid, may

signalize possible special behaviour of presented alloy
in cold-rolled or heat treated status (such as negative
thermal expansion or even shape memory behaviour),
like it had been mentioned in [24] for a TNTZ alloy
with closer chemical composition. The stress-induced
martensitic transformation and texture changing are
possibly the key factors opening special behaviour of
presented TNTZ alloys. However, the experimental
evidence will be elucidated more clearly by the fur-
ther crystallographic experiments in future studies.

3.2. Results and discussion for
nanoindentation measurements

This part of the present work aims to study the
nanoindentation response of the studied TNTZ alloy
subjected to different TM treatments. Attempts have
been made to estimate the fractional recoverable de-
formation energy from the load-displacement profile
with the aim to assess the structural modifications by
heat treatment at nanostructural scale.
Nanoindentation is a technique for determining

both the elastic and plastic properties of the materi-
als at a nanoscale level in a single experiment where
no special sample preparation is required (however, a
good surface finish is needed). In nanoindentation, the
indentation process is continuously monitored with re-
spect to force, displacement and time. The nanoin-
dentation technique should give accurate estimation
of the elastic modulus for single-phase materials or
for multiphase materials with very fine precipitates
distributed homogeneously in the matrix.
As a result of the nanoindentation measurements

from this present work, Fig. 6a presents in the begin-
ning a typical aspect of a loading – unloading nanoin-
dentation curve, while Fig. 6b presents the loading
– unloading nanoindentation curves obtained after
nanoindentation measurements applied on four dis-
tinct stages of the studied TNTZ alloy. It can be ob-
served that the obtained four curves are slowly slipped
to the right to an increased depth of nanoindentation,
from sample S1 to sample S4, respectively.
By processing the obtained specific areas from

Fig. 6b, corresponding to characteristic energies for
the studied alloy in the four structural stages, the
variation of these characteristic energies has been ob-
tained, indicated in Fig. 7: the variation of the plastic
energy (Wp) – Fig. 7a; the variation of the elastic en-
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Fig. 6. Load – indentation depth curves of TM processed Ti-29Nb-9Ta-10Zr alloy; (a) typical aspect of a loading – unloading
nanoindentation curve; (b) loading – unloading nanoindentation curves of TM processed Ti-29Nb-9Ta-10Zr alloy.

Fig. 7. Variation of the characteristic energy for TM processed Ti-29Nb-9Ta-10Zr alloy: (a) variation of plastic energy
(Wp); (b) variation of elastic energy (We); (c) variation of total energy (Wt).

ergy (We) – Fig. 7b; the variation of the total energy
(Wt) – Fig. 7c.
Using the load – depth profiles (the P-h curves)

from Fig. 6b and the Oliver and Pharr analysis [14,
15, 25], Fig. 8 indicates the calculated nanoindenta-
tion parameters for the studied alloy: the variation
of Instrumented Elastic Modulus (EIT) – Fig. 8a; the
variation of Instrumented Hardness (HIT) – Fig. 8b;
the variation of Vickers microhardness (HV) – Fig. 8c.
From Fig. 7 it can be observed that, for the sample

S1 (as-cast sample) and S2 (homogenized status), the
variation level of the plastic, elastic and total energy
rests unchanged, even if for the sample S2 a homo-
genization treatment has been performed. Even if the
levels of the characteristic energies variations (Wp,We
and Wt) are similar for the samples S1 and S2, in-
creased values have been determined there for the in-
strumented elastic modulus EIT, for the instrumented
hardness HIT and respectively, for the microhardness
HV (Fig. 8), in the case of S2 compared to S1. This
fact is due to the disappearance of α′′ phase from β

matrix after the homogenization treatment applied on
S2. It is well known that the Young’s modulus of a
dual-phase alloy is mainly determined by modulus of
each individual phase and by their volume fractions
as well. Therefore, the Young’s modulus changes with
the type of the phases existing in the alloy [1, 23, 30,
31]. Initially, Han et al. [1] in 2002, reported that the
Young’s modulus of α′′ martensite is comparable with
those of β phase. After that, few years later, the con-
trary had been demonstrated – that there were signi-
ficant differences in phase modulus: the β-phase had
the lowest modulus among all possible phases in most
Ti-based alloys, while the ω phase had the highest
Young’s modulus, and the martensite α′′ had a middle
value between β and ω phases, but a lower modulus
than the martensite α′-phase [23, 30, 31]. In that con-
text, for present studied alloy, due to the disappear-
ance of α” phase from β matrix after the homogeniza-
tion treatment applied on S2, the obtained results for
the sample S2 can be explained compared to sample
S1 presented in Fig. 8.
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Fig. 8. Calculated nanoindentation parameters of TM processed Ti-29Nb-9Ta-10Zr alloy: (a) variation of Instrumented
Elastic Modulus (EIM); (b) variation of Instrumented Hardness (HIT); (c) variation of Vickers microhardness (HV).

The most promising results had been obtained
for the sample S3 (cold-rolled) as well as for S4
(heat treatment), for which a significant decrease of
the instrumented elastic modulus (EIT) had been re-
gistered, compared to S2 (from 98 to 80 GPa for the
S3, and respectively to 74 GPa for the S4; see in
Fig. 8a). For the sample S3, the instrumented hardness
(HIT) and microhardness (HV) had the highest val-
ues of all samples, because of the cold-rolled status and
the stress-induced martensitic transformation β → α′′.
Instead of it, sample 4 had lower values for the in-
strumented hardness (HIT) and microhardness (HV)
(Figs. 8b,c) because of the strain softening heat treat-
ment. The cold-rolling-induced elastic modulus de-
creasing had already been reported [24, 26] due to the
proper mechanisms of cold rolling, such as: 1. disloca-
tions slipping; 2. deformation twins, and most import-
ant 3. α′′-martensite phase transformation induced by
cold rolling [27–29]. The decrease of the elastic mod-
ulus caused by deformation is in agreement with the
alloy structural evolution observed by XRD measure-
ments and above discussed, allotted to the formation
of a (200)α′′/[010]α′′ texture of the α′′ phase and to the
crystallographic anisotropy of the α′′ phase, but also
to the formation of the strong rolling texture {001}β

〈110〉β for the β phase. These results are in accordance
with [32, 33] which report that the Young’s modulus
decreases gradually with the increase of cold reduction
due to highly dense defects (vacancies, grain and sub-
grain boundaries) and to the 〈110〉β textures along
rolling direction formed during cold deformation.
In addition, it must be taken into account that

the cold rolled microstructure is strongly influenced
by a high density of dislocations and a considerable
volume of stress-induced α′′. The deformation defects
caused during cold rolling increase the yield strength
of β phase, which also enhances the resistance of a
martensite transformation. But, due to the fact that
by cold-rolling the cell parameters corresponding to α′′

and β phases become inter-associated (
√
2aβ = bα′′

and aβ = aα′′), it can be signalized that beside the
decrease of the elastic modulus the cold-rolling can
also open a special alloy behaviour presumed above.
As mentioned in the above introduction, for bio-

materials used for load bearing applications, like the
presently studied TNTZ alloy, the elastic modulus
represents an important parameter. Because of the
stiffness mismatch between implant material and sur-
rounding bone causes bone “stress shielding”, higher
Young’s modulus of the implant will result in a greater
amount of bone loss, bone fracture and loss of bone in-
terface. That is the reason why present results (80 GPa
for cold-rolling and 74GPa for recrystallized samples)
of measured elastic modulus are very promising be-
cause of their approach to bone elasticity (around
40 GPa), compared to higher (110–120GPa) values,
generally corresponding to far-used (α + β)-Ti al-
loys. Present obtained results are situated in actual
trend of intensive research of the possibility to op-
timize the balance of mechanical properties for this
very promising non-toxic TNTZ alloys: decreasing the
elastic modulus as much as possible, but keeping an
increased tensile strength.

4. Conclusions

A particular non-toxic β-Ti-based alloy (Ti-29Nb-
-9Ta-10Zr wt.%) had been studied performing struc-
tural characterization by XRD measurements, and
mechanical properties characterization by nanoindent-
ation measurements. Different sets of conclusions can
be deduced from this study.
1. For detecting the alloy phase components and

phase structural characteristics, all recorded XRD
spectra (for sample S1 – as-cast; for sample S2 – ho-
mogenized; for sample S3 – cold rolled; for sample
S4 – recrystallized) were simulated and fitted, using
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the MAUD v2.33 software package, through which the
phase lattice parameters were calculated, and also the
PeakFit v4.12 software package, through which the po-
sition and intensity of each peak had been determined,
and the peak broadening.
2. Regarding the dominant β phase peaks from

XRD profiles, the (110)β peak was constantly the
strongest among the β planes in all samples. The
(211)β peak became suddenly stronger for sample S3
and S4 compared to S1 and S2 samples, indicating
that the texture was changed by cold rolling: the com-
mon rolling textures of strong {001}β 〈110〉β and weak
{211}β 〈110〉β for bcc metals were formed by cold
rolling and were even more accentuated by subsequent
controlled recovery.
3. By applying cold-rolling, using a thickness re-

duction of 60 %, the transformation β → α′′ occurred,
a deformation-induced phase transformation from bcc
metastable β phase to orthorhombic α′′ martensite.
The result of this transformation is the diminution of
the elastic modulus closer to that of human bone.
4. Using the load-depth profiles (the P-h curves)

obtained by nanoindentation measurements, and also
the Oliver and Pharr analysis, the nanoindentation
parameters for all stages of the studied alloy had been
calculated: the variation of Instrumented Elastic Mod-
ulus (EIT); the variation of Instrumented Hardness
(HIT); the variation of Vickers microhardness (HV).
5. The most promising results had been obtained

for the sample S3 (cold-rolled) as well as for S4 (heat
treated), for which a significant decrease of the in-
strumented elastic modulus was registered – EIT com-
pared to homogenized status of the alloy (from 98
to 80 GPa – for the S3, and respectively, to 74 GPa
– for the S4). For the sample S3, the instrumented
hardness (HIT) and microhardness (HV) had the
highest values of all samples, because of the cold-rolled
status and the stress-induced martensitic transforma-
tion β → α′′. Instead of it, sample 4 has the lower
values for the instrumented hardness (HIT) and mi-
crohardness (HV) because of the strain softening heat
treatment. These results (80 GPa for cold-rolling and
74 GPa for heat treated samples) of measured elastic
modulus are very promising because of the approach
to the bone elasticity (around 40 GPa), compared to
higher (110–120GPa) values, generally correspond-
ing to far-used (α + β)-Ti alloys. The stress-induced
martensitic transformation and texture changing are
possibly the key factors opening special behaviours of
present TNTZ alloys. However, the experimental evid-
ence will be elucidated more clearly by further crys-
tallographic experiments in future studies.
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