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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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Department of Stomatology and Maxillofacial Surgery, Comenius University in Bratislava, Faculty of Medicine
and St Elisabeth Hospital, Bratislava, Slovakia. ksobolikova@centrum.sk

Dear Editor-in-Chief,

As practising specialists in the fields of oral medicine and
maxillofacial surgery we would like to comment on the article
published in issue 7/2016 of Bratislava Medical Journal from
Zajko J et al (1). In our opinion it is extremely needed to report
about lesser-known diseases occurring possibly in the orofacial
region. In earlier as well as recent literature only few articles ex-
ist dealing with case reports of plasmocytoma (2, 3, 9), mostly
of the extramedullary type in soft tissue emphasizing the clinical
manifestation (4, 5) or rare combination with other malignancies
(6). Epidemiologic evidence of the outcomes based on literature
study is still controversial although radical surgery in combina-
tion with postoperative irradiation and chemotherapy provides
acceptable results (7, 8, 4).

The authors stated that researchers still do not know exactly
the causes of plasmocytoma but there are some factors that could
be contributing to this disease. We would like to know whether
the authors have noticed any factors of probable combination of
factors in their cases? As this is a very rare condition with inci-
dence of 3—4 per 100,000 inhabitants, would it not be even better
to include the data from other specialists to create a larger study
group for the analysis? The article reveals that all the patients were
diagnosed at presentation with tumour-like lesions and had bio-
chemically negative examinations. We would appreciate greatly
any advice as e.g. on clinical symptomatology or radiological dif-
ferential diagnosis that could enable general dentists to state an
earlier diagnosis of plasmocytoma in the oral cavity.

Despite our questions we would like to express our acknowl-
edgement of the article and reported case with solitary plasmo-
cytoma in the TMJ region. To our best knowledge, this is the first
case reported in this specific location.

!Department of Stomatology and Maxillofacial Surgery, Comenius Univer-
sity in Bratislava, Faculty of Medicine and St Elisabeth Hospital, Bratislava,
Slovakia, Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, Charles Univer-
sity, and 1st Faculty of Medicine and General Faculty Hospital, Praque,
Czech Republic

Address for correspondence: P. Stanko, MD, PhD, Department of Sto-
matology and Maxillofacial Surgery, Comenius University in Bratislava,
Faculty of Medicine and St Elisabeth Hospital, Heydukova 10, SK-812 50
Bratislava, Slovakia.

Phone: +421.2.32249742, Fax: +421.2.32249724

References

1. Zajko J, Czako L and Galis B. Plasmocytoma, multiple myeloma
and plasma cell neoplasms in orofacial region. Bratisl Med J 2016; 117
(7): 425-427.

2. Yoshimura, Ishikawa T. Two cases of plasmacytoma in the oral cav-
ity. Int J Oral Maxillofac Surg 1976; 5 (2): 82-91.

3. Allegra A, Siniscalchi EN, Cicciu M. Extramedullary plasmocytoma
of the maxilla simulating a maxillary radicular cyst: Quick diagnosis and
management 27 (3): 296-297.

4. Moshref M, Mashhadi-Abbass F, Sargolzaei S. Extramedullary plas-
mocytoma of the gingiva. Archives Iranain Medicine 2007; (10) 1: 91-93.

5. Solomon LW, Wein RO, Rosenwald I, Laver N. Plasma cell muco-
sitis of the oral cavity: report of a case and review of the literature. Oral
Surg Oral Med Oral Pathol Oral Radiol Endod 2008; 106 (6): 853-860.

6. Junquera L, Gallego L, Torre A. Synchronous oral squamous cell
carcinoma and extramedullary plasmocytoma of the tonsil. Oral Surg Oral
Med Oral Pathol Oral Radiol Endod 2009; 108 (3): 413-416.

7. Agostini T, Sacco R, Bertolai R. Solitary plasmocytoma of the jaw.
2011; 22 (6): 2-10.

8. Gerry D, Lentsch EJ. Epidemiologic evidence of superior outcomes
for extramedullary plasmocytoma of the head and neck. Otolaryngology
Head Neck Surg 2013; 148 (6): 974-981.

9. Lukas J, Duskova J. Fine-needle aspiration biopsy in the diagnostic
of the tumors and non-neoplastic lesions of salivary glands. Bratisl Med
J 2006; 107 (1): 12-15.

Received August 8, 2016.
Accepted September 5, 2016.

Indexed and abstracted in Science Citation Index Expanded and in Journal Citation Reports/Science Edition



